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ovels aboul war-ravaged Afri-
ca have long been the prov-
ince chieflly of male writers.
MNow Susan Minet brings us
Thirty Girfs (Knopf), a haunt-
ing portrayal of two women:
Esther, an abducted teen turned child soldier, and Jane,
the privileged white American journalist on a mis-
sion to capture the voices ol these children. Bobbed,
liguored up, and looking for
danger, Flappers (Sarah Crich-
tom) were both glamorized and
demonized by 19205 society.
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editor Howard Blum’s Dark Juvasion (Harper)
throws light on the war of espionage and terror Ger-
many waged against the LS. in 1913, Dasa Drndic
honors the lives of Italian Jews imprisoned in a Nazi
concentration camp in Triese (Houghton MifTlin
Harcourt). The last of W. G. Sebold’s major works
to be translated into English, A Mace in the Counery
(Random House), pays tribute to six artists who
shaped his vision, and is a memair of the great au-
thor's emigration and artis-
tic maturation. Photographer
Builder Levy's Appafachifi L5
{David R, Godine) does for
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Judith Mackrell toasts
six of the era’s most
extraordinary rebel
girls, Here's a touchy
subject: Why are some
cultural groups in
America—such as the
Mormons. Cubans,
Indians, and Chi-
nese—succeeding and
amassing wealth while
others (we know who we arc) are not? Amy Chua and
Jed Rubenfeld argue that certain traits—a sense of
superiority, inferionty, and impulse control—make up
The Triple Package (Penguin Press) dictating whether
a group rises or falls. Annie Jocobsen cracks Opera-
tion Paperclip (Lutle, Brown), the covert post=-W.W. 11
program of bringing former Nazis. the Reich's great-
est seientific minds, to America. F.F contributing
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today’s conl miners
what Walker Evans
did for sharecrop-
pers and tenant
farmers in the
Dust Bowl. Wil-
limm Burroughs,
ong of the most
provocative, in-
fluential, and
INNOVALIVE Wit
ers of our age, would have hit 100 this month, To
celebrate, score Barry Miles's Call Me Burronghs
(Twelve). Love: no subject is more mystifving.
Love Hwesinated (Mormow), by Dandel Jones, edi-
tor.of The New Yok Thmes's *Modern Love™ col-
umn, is a valentine 1o those who simply can’t get
enough of other people’s love lives, Meaning
pretty much everyone. —ELIS5A SCHAPPELL

hy does

aman drink?,”

Tennessee
Williams once asked, 1, He's
scared shilless of something.
2. He can’t face the truth

obout something.” In the case
of eoch of the famously
inebriated authors Olivia
Laing writes aboutin her

new book, The Trip to Echo
Spring (Picadar]-Williams,
and his compatriots John
Cheever, Roymond Carvar,
F. Scott Filzgerald, Ernest
Hemingway, and John
Berryman—truer words were
never spoken, Laing leads
us on an exireordinary
journey to all the places that
figured prominently in the
writers' lives, while
attempling to reckon with
her own family's history with
alcoholism. Unlike other bios
that treat these authors'
drinking a5 o gossipy
anecdote, there is nothing
glamorous here. Instead,
Laing shows how booze kept
the demons of self-doubt
off their heals, fired
their creativity, but couldn't
drown the ghosts of their
pasts. Laing’s blend of
reportage, analysis, and self-
discovery isto be sovared.
— ELISSA SCHAPPELL

IN SHORT

Tha storias in Yu Huo's Boy in the Twilight [Ponthecn] mine the beas of ordinary folis in smallsewn Ching. The ghoats of fomily and ploce otospy Diane Jehnsen's
Flyover Lives [Wikingh Richard Powers's novel Orfeo [Moron] rose o of the myth of Orpheus. With One More Thing [Knopd), funmyman B. J: Novak odds hlarious ssseniu
bos b Bong st of craditn. Sobewary histosion Doug Most clocks The Raoce Underground (31 Mon's). Lucio Whitehouse's Before We Met [Bloomabury) i bl of bes
Dorothy Gallagher sslutes tha myth, the legend, Lillion Heliman (Yole). Moveli Penelope Lively shores hee passions far sechosclogy, reading and wriing in Dancing Fish
and Ammoniles [Vikingl. Tha hera of Okey Mdibe's Foraign Gods, Inc. [Sohal i o New Yok City cobive, Gabriol Sharman colls oot e bulles of Fex it for baing
The Loudest Vaice in the Boom [Rondom House). Robert Harris's new thillor is An Officer ond o Spy (Knopl]. Deboroh McKinbay delights with That Part War True
[Grond Ceninal]. Unsspecsed kove is of the hoort of Anno Gruindlen’s Suill Life with Breod Crumby [Rondom Houe), Bill Eppridge’s The Beotles: Six Days
Thot Changed the World [Rizzel] b fob. Eric Halmas, Piad Fipor of The Juice Generation (Towchsions], shares his ke recipes.
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